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Campus Briefs

Water moves in

Booth library
offers tours
for students,staff

The Booth Library will conduct regular tours of
the building during the first four weeks of the semester.
According to a press release, tours will be offered
at 10 a.m., 1 p.m. and 4 p.m. starting Monday and
ending Thursday, Feb. 2.
The 20 minute tours will start in the North
Lobby in the Booth Library.
Tours will also be offered by appointment and
can be scheduled by contacting a reference librarian at 581-6072.

Secretary of State
to offer driver
liscense services

JUSTIN BROWN | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

A Charleston fire fighter pushes water toward a storm drain and down the stairs after a pipe burst on the first floor of Thomas Hall Sunday
afternoon.

The Secretary of State’s office will provide some
driver and vehicle services on campus Tuesday in
the Bridge Lounge.
They will be available from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
The services will include the renewal, replacement and corrections for driver’s licenses and state
ID cards, vehicle sticker sales, passenger, B-truck
and motorcycle license plates, Eastern collegiate license plates, Organ and tissue donor registration,
vehicle title and registration and will provide parking placards for people with disabilities.
Those wanting to renew their drivers license can
do so up to one year before their license’s expiration date.
Payment that will be accepted include personal
checks, cash, Visa, MasterCard, American Express
and Discover credit and debit cards.

Islamic students open up about religion
By Kennedy Nolen
Multicultural Reporter | @KennedyNolenEIU
Even though they are in the United States,
students from Saudi Arabia are still finding ways to practice their culture and Islamic faith.
Sunni Islam is the predominant religion in
Saudi Arabia.
Fatimah Alqurini, a freshman biological
sciences major who came to the United States
from Dammam, Saudi Arabia, said the religion is all about peace, love and respect.
Fatimah Alqurini said Saudi Arabia is strict
when it comes to religion.
She said generally, people in Saudi Arabia
have a hard time accepting other religions,
since every citizen is of Islamic faith.
Since being in the United States, she said
she understands different religions more and
accepts everyone for who they are and what
they believe.
Mohammed Alqurini, Fatimah’s brother
and a senior engineering major at Colorado
State University, said Saudi Arabians change
a lot when they come to the United States
and hang out with Americans.
He said they begin to understand more
about religion, though some of the older generations who do not have the same experiences will not be as understanding.
If someone wants to be a Christian in Sau-

di Arabia, they can be, Mohammed Alqurini said, it just needs to be done nonchalantly or in secret.
“I accept the freedom of religion (in the
United States). Everyone has their own
choice. Respect is the most important thing,
no matter what religion you follow,” he said.
Abdullah Wail, a senior political science
major, is from the capital city of Riyadh, Saudi Arabia and has been in the United States
since 2010. He said the Islamic faith is also
important to him.
Fatimah Alqurini, Mohammed Alqurini
and Wail admit they do not know every single detail of the faith, but are open to discussing Islam with people who are interested.
Wail said the way one lives their life
through Islam determines what they will do
in the future.
Fatimah Alqurini said Muslims pray five
times a day, describing this as a quiet and
peaceful exercise, similar to doing yoga.
Mohammed Alqurini said when he is
stressed out, he prays and finds relief.
Friday is the special day of worship for
Muslims, like Sundays are for Christians.
Since the nearest mosque is in Urbana, Wail
said Muslim students can go to the Cultural Center on campus, which has a room dedicated to worship.
It is open to all denominations and religions for worship. A specific time on Friday

is dedicated for Islamic worship.
Mohammed Alqurini said Fort Collins,
Colorado, where Colorado State University is
located, has an Islamic Center available to attend worship services.
One of the most important Islamic religious observations takes place during the
month of Ramadan, which will begin on May
26 and end June 25 this year.
Fatimah Alqurini said during this time,
Muslims fast from sunrise to sunset, which
can last from around 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. or 9
p.m.
Wail said Muslims do not only fast from
drinking and eating but also swearing and
other behaviors. The three students said Ramadan is a time to find complete peace.
“It is like a detox,” Mohammed Alqurini
said.
A holiday called Eid al-Fitr marks the end
of Ramadan and breaks the fast.
Another holiday called Eid al-Adha, meaning “sacrifice feast,” takes place September 1
this year. Traditionally, in Saudi Arabia, Muslims sacrifice a sheep or goat to eat and share
with friends, family and the poor.
Fatimah Alqurini said what is happening
in the Middle East and what terrorist groups
are doing is not what the Islamic faith is
about. She said those people are not Muslims
and do not represent Islam.
“They don’t have any religion. They are

not human,” she said.
Fatimah Alqurini said when someone mentions terrorists, everyone assumes they are
Muslim.
The media can blow events out of proportion and create a culture of fear toward Muslims, Mohammed Alqurini said.
Another aspect of Islam some may not understand is the hijab. The hijab is a way to
protect oneself and to remain modest, Fatimah Alqurini said. She said when wearing
one, she does not have to worry about anyone looking at her in an inappropriate way.
Fatimah Alqurini said she just wants to be
herself around her husband.
She said there are advantages to living in
the United States. She said life for women in
the United States is better than in Saudi Arabia, as women cannot drive there.
In the United States, Fatimah Alqurini
said, she can do anything and everything she
wants.
Fatimah Alqurini said she likes the lifestyle
in the United States better,and would live
in the country for a period of time, but she
does not know if she could live in the United States forever, as she would get homesick.
However, Fatimah, her brother and Wail
all agreed the food back home is better.
Kennedy Nolen can be reached at 581-2812 or
kdnolen@eiu.edu.
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Local weather
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Sunny
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High: 30°
Low: 26°
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Questions about
hacking swirl as
Trump enters
critical week
NEW YORK (AP) — Presidentelect Donald Trump and his aides are
entering a crucial week in his presidential transition as he and his Cabinet nominees undergo public questioning about their approach to Russia and potential conflicts of interests.
Trump’s incoming chief of staff,
Reince Priebus, said Sunday that
Trump indeed has accepted that Russia was responsible for the hacking,
which targeted the Democratic National Committee and a top aide to
former rival Hillary Clinton.
Intelligence officials allege that
Moscow directed a series of hacks in
order to help Trump win the White
House in the race against Clinton. Trump has expressed skepticism
about Russia’s role and declined to say
whether he agrees that the meddling
was done on his behalf.

Brother of airport
shooting suspect
says US gov't
failed him
PENUELAS, Puerto Rico (AP)
— The brother of a man accused
of killing five people at a Florida
airport questioned Saturday why
his brother was allowed to keep
his gun after U.S. authorities knew
he'd become increasingly paranoid
and was hearing voices.
Esteban Santiago, 26, had trouble controlling his anger after serving in Iraq and told his brother that he felt he was being chased
and controlled by the CIA through
secret online messages. When he
told agents at an FBI field office
his paranoid thoughts in November, he was evaluated for four days,
then released without any followup medication or therapy.
"The FBI failed there," Bryan
Santiago told The Associated Press.
"We're not talking about someone
who emerged from anonymity to
do something like this."
Bryan Santiago said he noted
that his brother was behaving differently when he returned from
Iraq.

STATE AND NATION NEWS

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Judge refuses to release four
accused of beating disabled youth
CHICAGO (AP) — A Chicago judge
refused to allow four black people caught
on cellphone footage taunting and beating a mentally disabled white man to post
bail and leave jail, saying they are accused
of such “terrible actions” that they are a
danger to society.
“Where was your sense of decency?”
Cook County Circuit Judge Maria Kuriakos Ciesil asked them on Friday during
their first court appearance, sounding baffled that the suspects could be charged
with such cruelty toward the 18-year-old
victim.
The beating was captured on cellphone
video by one of the assailants and has
since been viewed millions of times on social media. The graphic footage shows the
suspects taunting the victim with profanities against white people and Presidentelect Donald Trump.
Prosecutors offered new details of the
assault, explaining that one of the suspects
demanded $300 from the mother of the
victim, who is schizophrenic and has attention-deficit disorder. They also said the
beating started in a van when the same attacker became angry that the mother had
contacted him asking that her son be allowed to come home.
A prosecutor told the judge that the
suspects forced the victim to drink toilet water, kiss the floor and then allegedly

stuffed a sock into his mouth and taped it
shut as they bound his hands with a belt.
The four are charged with two counts
of committing a hate crime — one because of the victim’s race and the other because of his mental disabilities.
On the video, the male suspects use
knives to cut the victim’s hair and his
sweatshirt. One of the females can be
seen laughing. A female also laughs as she
punches the victim.
One of the men pulls the cord from
the victim’s sweatshirt around the victim’s
neck and holds him up while the victim
groans in pain, according to a document
read in court. The victim can be heard
screaming when one of the men walks up
to him with a knife and asks if he should
“shank” him.
At one point, the prosecutor said,
someone on the video can be heard saying that he did not care if the victim was
schizophrenic.
The four suspects were identified as
Brittany Covington and Tesfaye Cooper, both of Chicago, and Jordan Hill, of
suburban Carpentersville. All are 18. A
fourth suspect was identified as Covington’s 24-year-old sister, Tanishia Covington, also of Chicago.
They stood quietly as the prosecutor
read the allegations. Some of their relatives
also listened, including a woman who

wiped tears from her eyes.
Defense attorneys portrayed the suspects as hardworking, responsible and religious. Cooper, for example, takes care of
his twin brother, who is in a wheelchair.
Tanishia Covington has two small children. Her sister attends college and has
a job. Hill, the judge was told, goes to
church with his grandmother.
All four have experienced brushes
with the law, some for serious and violent
crimes.
Hill, for example, was arrested as a juvenile in 2015 on allegations of armed
robbery, possession of a stolen vehicle and
residential burglary.
Chicago police said they did not know
the disposition of those arrests by suburban officers.
Tanishia Covington was arrested in
2007 on attempted armed robbery and
aggravated battery charges. Police records
do not show any convictions as a juvenile.
As an adult, she was arrested on charges of
battery and aggravated assault, but those
charges were dropped.
The incident also stirred emotions still
raw after a presidential campaign that split
the nation.
Some conservatives suggested it was
linked to the Black Lives Matter movement. Police said there was no indication
of any connection.

Illinois Senate plans vote
on budget statement
SPRINGFIELD (AP) — A Senate
Republican says a state budget deal negotiated by Democrats and her GOP
colleagues could see action Monday as
the Illinois Legislature returns to work.
Sen. Pamela Althoff says Democratic Senate President John Cullerton and
GOP leader Christine Radogno have
been working to break a two-year budget standoff.
Althoff says the plan would include
an increase in revenue — likely an income tax hike — to battle spending
deficits but also key ideas that GOP
Gov. Bruce Rauner has insisted on —
including term limits on legislators

and a local property-tax freeze.
There wouldn’t be time to move the
legislation to the House before Tuesday’s end to the current legislative session. Althoff says it would be a Senate
statement of intent before the new legislature convenes on Wednesday.
Cullerton's spokesman, John Patterson, declined comment Sunday night.
With the two-year budget standoff looming large, Illinois lawmakers
return to the capital city Monday for
two days to finish work before a new
session begins Wednesday.
Republican Gov. Bruce Rauner said
Friday that Democrats and Republi-

cans in the Senate had been crafting
a compromise spending plan. But he
had no details and warned it was not
finalized.
House Deputy Majority Leader Lou Lang of Skokie says if Rauner
is willing to deal, a budget agreement
could be worked out before the 100th
General Assembly begins its work
midweek.
In the Senate, Assistant Republican Leader Sue Rezin of Morris says
she sees a shift toward bipartisanship
in talks over ways to improve school
funding. She says that bodes well for
budget negotiations.
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By Liz Stephens
City Reporter | @DEN_News
On a scale of one to 10, with 10 being good
and one being awful, Maddie Reiher, a sophomore geology major, said she gave 2016 a negative five.
Now, she said she hopes for 2017 to be at
least a five.
Students coming back on campus took it
upon themselves to come up with new ideas on
how to make 2017 better than its predecessor.
Some decided on New Year’s resolutions for
the year and upcoming semester.
According to an article from History.com, the
ancient Babylonians were the first to make New
Year’s resolutions about 4,000 years ago.
Reiher said her resolution for 2017 is simply
to wear socks every day.
This resolution is the same resolution she
made last year.
“There is a value to these resolutions, but if
you are going to do something, don’t wait until
New Year’s to do it,” she said.
Kristen Heckel, a freshman marketing major,
said 2016 was not terrible, but it is impossible
for this year to be as crazy as the last one.
Heckel made the resolution to drink more
water and love more people.
“New Year’s resolutions are important, and
they remind people to make goals for themselves,” she said.
Madelyn Loellke, a freshman marketing and
Spanish major, said she thinks New Year’s resolutions are not as prominent this year and have
faded in popularity because of the lack of commitment people devote to them.
Many people every year make a long list of
resolutions and goals only to bury them in the
past and never achieve them, she added.
Loellke does not make resolutions. Instead,
she just reminds herself to do better every year.
“2016 was a year of the impossible, with the
Cubs winning (the World Series) and (President-elect Donald) Trump being elected. I think
that anything can happen,” Loellke said. “We’ll
take what we can get in 2017.”
Cady Weber, a freshman elementary educa-

LIZ STEPHENS | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Kristen Heckel, a freshman marketing major, sits inside a cardboard box after using it to move back in to her room Sunday afternoon at Thomas
Hall. Heckel’s roommate, Madelyn Loellke, a freshman marketing major, shows a board containing the birthdays of Thomas residents to Kaylee
Fuller, a freshman pre-medicine major, and Sienna Mark, a management major .

tion major, said she would like to work on her
time management skills this semester and go to
the library more so she can be more focused on
her homework.
Weber said she has not actually completed
and stuck to resolutions she made in previous
years, but she would like to go to the gym more

and eat healthier this year.
Lindy Dokken, a freshman psychology major, had a different take for her New Year’s resolution.
Dokken said her resolution or goal that she
has set for herself is to be nicer to her mom, or
nicer than she is to her already.

She said she wants to meet more people and
attend more events on campus.
“People should set goals for themselves more
than just once a year,” Dokken said.
Liz Stephens can be reached at
581-2812 or ejstephens2@eiu.edu.

WHERE THERE’S CHOICE,

THERE’S HOPE.

Abortion Care Up to 24 Weeks
Appointments are available this week.
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The road to higher education might be too long...

Cindy Huff

Set realistic,
helpful goals
for the new
school year
Happy New Year!
It is hard to believe that it is 2017 already.
I am hoping that the new year will bring new
hope for some of us as well as change and
growth.
Because we are college students, the New
Year is a perfect time to set resolutions for ourselves that will make this academic year a positive one. Making New Year’s resolutions is a
good thing if they are realistic and able to be
fulfilled so that we can stick to them. We have
to be specific about the goals that we set for the
New Year.
Some of us will set goals about getting
enough sleep so that we are able to concentrate
in class and be alert when we are taking a test.
Many students do not get enough sleep; college
life is hard, and too often students are sleep deprived. Getting enough sleep is critical to our
long-term success and health here at Eastern.
It is also important to find time to exercise,
even if it is only 20 or 30 minutes. Keeping
physically fit helps us to feel better about ourselves and may give us that extra burst of energy that we need to take that math exam that we
have been dreading.
Another good resolution would be to eat
healthy; it is hard to eat healthy in college.
Many of us do not have time to think about
eating right and will grab whatever is close at
hand like ramen noodles, cold pizza or takeout
food. We can also try to set a goal for eating
better at least for one meal out of the day, eating fruits and vegetables for a snack or switching out high-calorie soda for two percent milk
or caffeine-free diet soda, which may help us
sleep better at night. No matter what we do,
switching out unhealthy food can help lead us
to a better lifestyle that may help us stay strong
and healthy as we grow older.
Many of us here at Eastern are involved in all
kinds of extracurricular activities that may be
detrimental to our academics. While getting involved in clubs and teams can be a good thing,
it can also cause us to be overwhelmed and
struggle with our classes. Make a New Year’s
resolution to keep your academics at the forefront of our college life.
Let us try to challenge ourselves this semester to try new things that take us out of comfort zone; we might be surprised how much we
can learn from others. Most of all, let us try to
remember what we are really here for. Nothing
is more important than getting a good education. It leads to a lifetime of increased opportunities since we will always be more marketable and able to compete for the best jobs that
pay the most money. Remember, to end something old we have to start with something new.
Start this New Year with new resolutions that
will improve our college lives as well as help improve our lives overall.
Happy New Year to everyone here at Eastern, and may all your expectations and goals be
fulfilled.
Cindy Huff is an aging studies graduate
student. She can be reached at 581-2812 or
clhuff2@eiu.edu.
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Staff Editorial

Forgive yourself instead of punishing yourself
Last night, the staff of The News tried to avoid
telling each other how little we got accomplished
over the break. We all aimed to tell some amazing tales on our first work day back — how we
went on so many fun trips with our friends, how
we managed to write every single day, how we actually worked out for once in our lives —
 but we
mostly grumbled about how many responsibilities
we shirked this break.
We struggled to get our feet back. We dealt with
forgetting how to design pages. We heard a few
“where was the pages folder again?” and a couple
“can someone remind me what the password is?”
It took a few unsteady minutes to get used to even
writing this editorial.
A lot of us did not spend time honing our skills
over break, even if we said we were going to this
year. In the end, though, we did not dwell on our
missed opportunities. We just dealt with the aftermath and got back to work.
Additionally, some of us on staff forgot to make
resolutions at all. We neglected to make any this

time around, and maybe we dropped the ball on
the ones we made last year, even if we kept them
for quite some time.
We wasted time kicking ourselves for missed
opportunities. Now that we have made the mistake, though, we encourage you to skip that selfloathing step.
Chiding yourself for being too lax on New Year’s
will not solve anything. If you neglected your goals
or forgot to make any, the time for fixing that mistake is long gone, and spending time thinking about
your past failures will only waste your time.
Instead, The News asks that you forgive yourself for wasting time, if you wasted any, and that
you congratulate yourself if you did a good job of
working for your goals over break. You deserve to
start the year right, and starting the year right involves balancing realism and self-care.
Even if you want to push yourself this year,
beating yourself up for failures is unproductive.
You are free to make mistakes. You are free to
fail every now and again.

If you did not set any goals on the first of the
year, you do not need to spend the year broodingly waiting for the next: you can make a goal now.
If you follow your goal you will still see improvement and you will not notice that you lost the first
week of the year.
If you set a goal and forgot it quickly, you can
still get back on track. Small deviations are normal
when you try to change yourself.
If you set a goal and stuck to it, congratulate
yourself, but do not let the pressure break you.
Even if you stray from the path on the last day of
this year, your progress will still be obvious.
Goals are meant to make you a better person or
to improve your condition. They are not designed
to make you feel guilty for your usual habits. Do
not let your disappointment drive you this semester.
This year, resolve to forgive yourself and move
forward.
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.

Body image: Ripped pants are not a sign
On Wednesday, Dec. 21st, 2016, I ripped my
pants. My heart broke when I realized that my
favorite pair of jeans, the jeans I bought with the
money I earned from my first job, the jeans I
wore on my first date and the ones I wore when
I had my first kiss, the jeans that I wore to Europe and to my first college party, did not fit me
anymore.
I was disgusted at myself that the force of my
seemingly ever-expanding body tore apart almost five years of memories. My younger self ’s
hopes, dreams, laughter and miles of adventures
were just frayed and ripped to shreds. I decided
right then that I was going to lose all the weight
and return to my former glory.
In that moment, I truly believed, if even for a
second, that losing weight would make me better, more desirable and someone worth being
proud of. For me, 2017 would be a year of reinvention, where I would sculpt and starve my
body into a state of divinity. That, I thought,
would make me happy.
2017, for many, serves as a beacon of hope.
Whether it was a bad semester, a bad breakup
or the death of one’s favorite actress or musician,
2016 seems to have left a wake of bitterness and
despair, making everyone that much more motivated to get 2017 right. However, our thinking about the approach to “getting 2017 right”
seems to be getting increasingly problematic.

Abby Carlin
A lot of the changes we are seeking are purely cosmetic, such as losing weight, with the implication that it will somehow change who we
are as people (and making us better and happier). Well, newsflash. Happiness, self-actualization, and success do not come in a size two, six,
16 or 32.
I hope that, going into 2017, my friends,
family and readers feel supported and comfortable as the person they are with the body they
currently have. I am no stranger to feeling out
of place or inadequate as far as my body is concerned, but we live in a society that literally
profits off of insecurities. The new year and the
new year’s resolutions offer opportunities for everyone to be the best version of themselves, not
a chance to trash the old. Part of growing up
and coming into one’s own is the acceptance of

flaws, the ability to love and accept what it is we
have now and the strength to carry on into each
new year. Fad diets, 30-day workouts and corset
training do not offer the path to self actualization or acceptance, but rather a distraction and
an outlet for us to invest into what we hate most
about ourselves.
I am not the type to preach that body positivity is a cure-all. It is a constant battle that I
fight, but my body is something worth fighting
for. Maybe I should drink more water or go to
the gym more, but for the sake of my heart and
my health, not my jeans. I am a person worthy
of love and admiration, just as I am. The scale
doesn’t reflect the 4.0 I worked so hard for last
semester, or how I make my friends laugh, or
determine my success as an English teacher.
My life’s purpose is not to lose weight, and
neither is yours. I will always support those
who wish to better themselves, but it is time to
change the dialogue from fat-shaming and selfhatred to that of body positivity and doing what
is good for our bodies. We should take pride in
our bodies, who we are, and take good care of
ourselves. After all, we are people worth taking
care of.
Abby Carlin is a sophomore English language
arts major. She can be reached at 581-2812 or
alcarlin@eiu.edu.
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Streep wins
Globe DeMille
Award, calls
out Trump
BEVERLY HILLS, Calif. (AP) — Actress
Meryl Streep earned a lifetime achievement
award at the Golden Globes Sunday and in
accepting, turned the spotlight away from
herself.
She defended Hollywood and journalists,
honored the late Carrie Fisher and took shots
at President-elect Donald Trump, without
mentioning his name.
Streep said a performance from the past
year that stunned her came from the campaign trail, noting the incident where “the
person asking to sit in the most respected seat
in our country” imitated a disabled reporter
from The New York Times, an incident replayed frequently in campaign advertising.
“It kind of broke my heart when I saw it,”
she said. “I still can’t get it out of my head,
because it wasn’t in a movie. It was real life.”
Streep said that “when the powerful use
their position to bully others, we all lose.”
She noted that “Hollywood” is a reviled
place. But in reviewing the backgrounds of
several of her colleagues surrounding her at
the Globes, she said that it’s really a community filled with people from other places united in the mission to show different people
and make audiences feel what they feel.
“Hollywood is crawling with outsiders and
foreigners, and if we kick them all out, you’ll
have nothing to watch but football and mixed
martial arts, which are not the arts,” she said.
Streep put in a plug for vigorous journalism, urging that contributions be made to the
Committee to Protect Journalists.
While Streep won the annual Cecille B.
DeMille Award and can boast of 48 Oscar and
Golden Globe nominations, her career is still
current. She was nominated this year for her
portrayal of a bad opera singer in “Florence
Foster Jenkins.”
She mentioned Fisher, who died just after Christmas, and how the actress and writer urged others to “take your broken heart and
make it into art.”
She was introduced by fellow actress Viola
Davis, who said her husband urged her every
day when she worked with her to tell Streep
how much she meant to her. She was too
bashful then, but not on stage Sunday.
“You make me proud to be an artist,” Davis said. “You make me feel that what I have
in me — my body, my face, my age — is
enough.”

It may seem hard to believe, but this
milestone is rapidly approaching:
Commencement!
Make sure that your years of study
and hard work are remembered in
the 2016-17 EIU Warbler.

LAST CALL, LAST DAYS FOR

SENIOR PORTRAITS!
Senior portraits are FREE and may be
booked at:

WWW.LAURENSTUDIOS.COM
Use Panthers for your client ID
Book your appointment now!
Sessions will be held
Jan. 9-13, 9am-5pm
2522 Buzzard Hall, Journalism
Conference Room

Graduating?

6
‘Hidden Figures’ highlights unsung heroines
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MONDAY, JANUARY 09, 2017

By Kalyn Hayslett
Editor-in-Chief | @DEN_News
Even when faced with the
double-edged sword of racism
and sexism, Katherine Johnson, Dorothy Vaughan and
Mary Jackson’s courage, wit
and strength depicted in the
film “Hidden Figures,” helped
NASA accomplish groundbreaking aircraft launches and
landings.
Based in segregated Virginia during the ’40s, the movie
depicts how all of the AfricanAmerican women "computers," as their title was known,
distanced themselves from
their Caucasian colleagues.
Johnson, Vaughan and
Jackson also had an unequal
level of materials, equipment
and facilities.
Despite the barriers the
women faced outside and inside of NASA, Jackson, Johnson and Vaughan were still expected to perform just as well
as their counterparts with no
complaints or demands for
equality.
Without the women’s knowledge in engineering, programing and geometry America would not have
been able to serve as a threat
to Russia during the race to
outer space, especially as they
conducted the orbital launch
of astronaut John Glenn.
Main character Johnson,

portrayed by Taraji P. Henson,
was given clearance to work
side by side with Caucasian
NASA members tasked with
double checking the calculation of her coworkers.
She also helped with determining mathematically
how to make Glenn circle the
Earth.
Henson brought Johnson’s
character to life with her range
of emotions from frustration,
CC:FLICKR BY KIM SHIFLET T
wittiness, joy and pride.
Cast members of the film “Hidden Figures” answer questions about the film in the IMAX theEven after encountering
ater of the Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex.
stares, racial remarks and resistance from her coworkers, where she had to be empow- workers at the center helped
Monae brought an energy
Henson, in one of the more ered at some points and meek design, create and equip air- to the screen and fun dynamic
craft for launch.
captivating scenes, looks her in others.
to the trio between her, HenEven with a bachelor’s de- son and Spencer.
Even though this was the
intimidating boss in the eyes
and expresses her frustration first time singer and songwrit- gree and experience with engiThe chemistry the actresses
about the segregation she ex- er Janelle Monae had a lead neering, Jackson was still not had with each other made the
role in a film, she held her qualified for the official aero- film not only believable but
perienced.
Henson is a well-known Af- own in a cast filled with re- nautical engineer position, so also entertaining.
rican-American actress who spected and seasoned actors she had to fight for court-orEven when the audience
is unfortunately typecast into such as Kevin Costner, Kirst- dered permission to attend a had no idea about the formuroles where she either a strug- en Dunst and Octavia Spen- segregated high school.
las, equations or terminology
The film shows how easy it they were talking about, they
gling mother, as in “Kara- cer.
Monae
depicted
Jackson, is to take for granted the qual- still brought a relatable qualte Kid,”
or a York
loud Times
and sassy
The New
Syndication
Sales
Corporation
ity of education that is avail- ity with their emotions and
who
served
as
an
aeronautical
woman 620
in “Baby
Boy,”
and
Eighth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10018
for NASA’s Langley able to American students re- friendship.
“Empire.” For Information Call:engineer
1-800-972-3550
Center
for 34 years. gardless of age, ethnicity or
It wasFor
aFor
great
change
of Research
The timing of the film is
Release
Saturday,
December
2016
Release
Monday,
January
9,17,
2017
pace seeing her star in a role According to nasa.gov, the race.
one of its best qualities.
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Help wanted
Pepsi MidAmerica is hiring for sales,
management and part time
merchandisers. To apply call
(217) 342-3401 or apply at
pepsimidamerica.com
________________________ 1/13
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projection
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Uncooked

Close to campus. Nice, clean
apartments. 1 and 2 bedroom.
Starting at $250 a bedroom. For
spring semester 2017, fall semester
2017. No pets. Fully furnished
except beds. Off-street parking and
laundry on-site. Some restrictions
do apply. Call or text (314) 3343994.
_________________________ 5/2

Leasing for 2016-2017 affordable
1& 2 bedroom apartments, 6 & 4
bedroom house near campus great
location, Village Rentals (217) 3452516
________________________ 1/20
Fall 2017. Group of 3, 4, or 5 persons
needed for 1837 11th Street. Close
to campus. $300 per person. Will
negotiate price. Garbage included,
snow removal. No money down at
signing. Very nice 5 bedroom 3
bath, 2 laundry areas, detached
garage for smokers, pet deposit
required. Call or text (217) 7287426.
_______________________ 01/31
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The 2016 presidential campaign destroyed the narrative
that America became a postracial society when hidden
racists and sexist viewpoints
were brought to the forefront.
The campaign sparked riots, rallies, bullying and confrontation which shined a
light on how divided we are as
a nation.
All of the "human computers" in the movie served as an
inspiration, because even with
social unrest such as riots,
protesting and fear the women
were able to propel America
forward in science and mathematics.
T h e m ov i e h e l p s k e e p
Americans conscious of how
far we have come as a society
with promoting equality ineducation and in the workplace,
but remind us how easily we
can slip back into those hateful tendencies.
Even though the film did
not honor the "human computers" until years after their
service, the tribute is wellwritten, well-developed, welltimed and needed.
I would rate this film 10
out of 10 stars and recommend every American, not
just African-American women, to watch it.

1512 A Street, P. O. Box 377
Charleston, IL 61920
217 345-4489 – Fax 345-4472
www.woodrentals. com

10 Year Price Rollback!
2BR for 2 = $500.
Now, Spring, or Fall 2017
½ Block to Lantz

Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 7,000 past
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Read about and comment on each puzzle: nytimes.com/wordplay.
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/studentcrosswords.
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Eastern struggling in conference play
By Mark Shanahan
Women’s Basketball Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern women’s basketball team
opened up conference play over winter break
going 1-3 against Belmont, Jacksonville State,
Morehead State and Eastern Kentucky.
The Panthers are now 5-11 overall and 1-3
in conference play.
The Panthers were beaten handily by Belmont 77-58 to open up Ohio Valley Conference play, but rebounded nicely with a double
overtime victory over Jacksonville State.
Junior Grace Lennox and freshman Jennifer
Nehls led Eastern with 17 points a piece in the
lone conference victory.
Freshman Allison Van Dyke and senior Erica Brown also reached double-digit scoring in
the game, with 11 and 10 points.
This was the first double overtime win for
Eastern since 2008.
The last two games for the Panthers were
tough last-minute losses on the road against
Morehead State and Eastern Kentucky.
Morehead State used a late comeback to
beat the Panthers despite an at the time, a career-high 26 points from Lennox in the game.
Eastern jumped out to a 21-13 lead after
one quarter and led 36-27 at the half before
EKU went on a run to tie the game going into
the fourth quarter.
In the fourth quarter the Panthers were outscored 17-13 as they went 1 for 8 from the
field to close out the game.
Eastern found themselves in another close

SEAN HASTINGS| THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

game a few days later against Eastern Kentucky
that took an overtime period to be decided.
Lennox set her career high with 35 points,
while adding eight assists, five rebounds and
five steals in the 88-85 overtime loss.
Lennox was just one of four Panthers who
finished in double-digit scoring on Saturday.
Brown recorded her ninth career double-double with 18 points and 12 rebounds.
Brown is now the 15th member of Eastern’s
600-career rebound club.
This was a back and forth game throughout,
with 14 ties and 14 lead changes.
EKU tied it up with a layup with 29 seconds
left in the game that sent it to overtime.
The teams traded scores to begin the extra
period, but four straight free throws from EKU
gave them a four-point lead with just over a
minute to go.
Lennox brought Eastern within one with a
3-pointer with just four second left, but there
was not enough time for the Panthers to get
even after two free throws from EKU to end
the game at 88-85.
Eastern finished the game with a 45.8 shooting percentage while EKU finished with a 43.3
shooting percentage.
Eastern outrebounded EKU 44-32 in the
game, but lost the turnover battle 14-10.
The Panthers will continue conference play
and round out their three-game road trip at
Murray State on Wednesday.

Grace Lennox drives to the basket against Millikin Nov. 11. Lennox is averaging 17 points per
game over her last 10 games played.

Mark Shanahan can be reached at
581-2812 or mmshanahan@eiu.edu

OPINION

Lennox scoring
big for Panthers

By JJ Bullock
Women’s basketball reporter

The Eastern women’s basketball team has been
unable to capitalize on the hot play of junior
guard Grace Lennox, who over her last ten games
is averaging 17 points, including consecutive performances of 26 and 35 points.
However, the Panthers are 2-8 over that stretch
and have seen their record drop to 5-11 (1-3
OVC), during a critical span of conference games.
While Lennox has been sparking the offense,

they have been outrebounded in eight
of their last 10
games, and defensive
lapses in key games
have been sinking
Panthers.
JJ Bullock theLennox
has been,
for the most part, the Panthers’ most reliable player night in and night out. Coach Debbie Black
has stressed the importance of Lennox and senior
Erica Brown putting up many shots each game.
But at what cost? Even with the big scoring
performances from Lennox, the Panthers were
not able to pull out wins, in what should be wins
with the performances she has brought onto the

court.
Eastern has had its fair share of double-digit
losses and a few blow outs, but the last three have
been two four-point losses and one three-point
loss, including a 71-67 double overtime loss to
Jacksonville State.
Lennox has been the leader of Eastern’s offense,
handling the point guard duties since her freshman year and dealing with heavy losing seasons.
But with the recent scoring performances from
Lennox, if the Panthers as a team can clean up a
few things, she can be leading them to wins that
put them in the OVC tournament.
JJ Bullock can be reached at 581-2812
or jpbullock@eiu.edu.

UPCOMING GAMES
JANUARY
11
14
18
21
28

at Murray St.
Austin Peay
Tennessee Martin
at SEMO
SIU-Edwardsville

FEBRUARY
1
4
8
11
15

at Tennessee St.
Tennessee Tech
at UT Martin
SEMO
Murray State

1 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
6 p.m.
2 p.m.
1 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
1 p.m.
6 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
6 p.m.

Track & field athletes stay focused over break
By Kaitlin Cordes
Track and Field Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The men’s and women’s track and field teams
started the indoor season with third place wins
in the annual EIU Early Bird meet just before
winter break.
Seniors Bryn Buckwalter and Paxson Menard
continued to focus on the indoor season over the
three-week stretch away from school.
Buckwalter fared well at the season opener meet, too; she placed second in women’s shot
put with her 15.13-meter throw as well as a second-place, 17.66-meter toss in the weight throw.

Menard has yet to participate in the indoor
season but said he is looking to perform at the
very best level he has ever competed.
Both Menard, a distance runner, and Buckwalter, a field athlete, said that over the break,
much of their workouts followed a schedule set
by their coaches.
“We had to maintain our core throughout
break,” Menard said. “Tuesdays and Fridays, we
had workouts, and all the other days, we had
normal runs.”
Friday workouts, Menard said, would consist
of tempo runs for around 40 minutes.
Buckwalter said her workout schedule helped

to keep her and her teammates on the right fitness course for their return from winter break.
“The coaches all send home event-specific
workouts to make sure everyone is staying on
track so that we can pick up right where we left
off,” Buckwalter said.
Menard and Buckwalter admitted that working out on their own was not as upbeat or challenging as getting into shape with their teammates.
Staying in shape for the rest of the indoor season wasn’t all the two did over the Christmas
break.
Menard said he spent most of his free time

GET MORE COVERAGE
AT YOUR FINGERTIPS
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visiting potential graduate schools to continue
his education in the social work field.
“I visited the University of Minnesota and the
University of Nebraska,” Menard said. “I also
hung out with my little brothers and was able
to spend time with my dad’s side for Christmas.”
Buckwalter said one of the most memorable
parts of her winter break was being a part of her
best friend’s wedding. The indoor track and field
season resumes Saturday Jan. 14 at the University of Illinois at the Illinois Winter Invite.
Kaitlin Cordes can be reached at 581-2812
or krcordes@eiu.edu.
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Justin Brown | The Daily Eastern News
Junior Montell Goodwin plays defense on the Bradley point guard in an early season game against the Braves Nov. 29 at Lantz Arena. Goodwin scored 6 points and 7 assists in the 87-83 loss.

Eastern men pick up first OVC win
By Sean Hastings
Sports Editor| @DEN_Sports
Facing a possible brutal start of 0-3 to start
Ohio Valley Conference play, the Eastern
men’s basketball team persevered to win on the
road at Eastern Kentucky.
The Panthers dropped back-to-back games
to start OVC play including the home opener
against Jacksonville State. Eastern lost 57-56
to the Gamecocks after junior Cornell Johnston’s second free throw could not fall after
making the first.
That loss was followed by a loss to Morehead State; both teams Eastern beat last season.
Eastern’s 74-60 win over the Colonels kept
Eastern from falling to 0-3 to start OVC play.
A 1-2 start sounds a lot better than 0-3 and if
there is a silver lining with a losing start, it’s

that Eastern started the same way last year and
that team made the OVC tournament.
In the previous two losses for the Panthers,
key players found themselves in foul trouble.
Juniors Muusa Dama and Ray Crossland each
fouled out of one game. But in the win against
Eastern Kentucky, the Panthers stayed out of
trouble for the most part.
The win Saturday showcased five Panthers
scoring in double-digits. Montell Goodwin led
with 17 with Johnston following with 14, senior Demetrius McReynolds scored 12, Crossland put up 11 points and sophomore Patrick
Muldoon scored 10.
Eastern has had difficulty finding a consistent trend outside of the back-to-back wins
against Missouri and Fontbonne. And even
in the 101-49 win against Fontbonne, sophomore Casey Teson led Eastern scorers with 17
points.

And against Eastern Kentucky, everyone
stayed involved with scoring and a 74 percent
shooting from the free throw line.
The Panthers were playing close with the
Colonels in the first half, but a big second half
gave the Panthers their 14-point victory to finally get themselves in the win column for
OVC play.
And that second half turned into the “Montell Goodwin Show.” The Panthers’ guard
scored 14 of his 17 points in the second half,
which is what the Panthers needed to keep a
lead against Eastern Kentucky.
Crossland was the second leading scorer
with 7 points in the second half. Goodwin’s
second half takeover may be the start of him
being the player to take over games if they
need them.
He was also nearly perfect from the free
throw line, making 9 out of 10 attempts. East-

ern’s free throws in the second half also helped
the Panthers hang on to a lead.
Twenty-five of the Panthers’ 31 attempts in
the game came in the second half.
Eastern will start a brief home stand Thursday against Murray State and will host Austin
Peay on Saturday. Playing at home has been a
luxury for the Panthers, with a 5-2 record to
start the season.
Murray State leads the West division (Eastern’s division) with a 2-1 record in OVC play.
Austin Peay sits at the bottom with an 0-3 record.
The teams in the West have struggled to
start OVC play. Eastern is in second with a
1-2 record. Of the six teams in the East, only
Eastern Kentucky has a losing record.
Sean Hastings can be reached at 581-2812 or
smhastings@eiu.edu

Panthers lacking consistency early on
OPINION
By Maher Kawash
Men’s Basketball Reporter
@DEN_Sports
From going on the road and knocking off
an SEC team to dropping three of its last five
games since then, this is the backstory of what
has been an inconsistent start to the season for
the Eastern men’s basketball team.
Non-conference play is always an important
time for a team in the beginning of the season
to straighten out any flaws and especially for
these Panthers to find that chemistry with three
junior college transfers impacting the lineup in
a big way.
Well, three games into the conference schedule and this Eastern team appears in the stage of
still trying to find itself.
Eastern went into the Ohio Valley Conference slate, winning three of its last previous four
games before falling to Jacksonville State by one
point in the opener.
The road win against Mizzou on Dec. 17
seemed to be that momentum shifting win of
the season as the Panthers came out two days
later and scored a season-high 101 points
against Fontbonne University.

Maher Kawash
Despite Fontbonne not being a particularly
tough opponent, it still is a tough task to score
100 points on any team in college basketball.
But here we are just a few weeks removed
from that, and the Panthers have won just one
of their first three OVC games after being predicted to be as one of the powerhouses heading
into the season.
While it is still way too early to make any
judgements on what is in store for Eastern this
season, let us take a look at why the Panthers

cannot find that consistency.
The first question that comes up is: what has
happened to Eastern’s offense?
At times the Panthers have flashed abilities to
have five guys easily score in double-digits then
on other nights the team appears to run through
one or two starters as it has in years past.
The addition of transfers Montell Goodwin,
Ray Crossland, and Muusa Dama can certainly
be the anchor of any success each has proved to
earn a critical role with the team.
Goodwin has found himself leading the Panthers in scoring with nearly 15 points per game,
and Crossland has been most dominant off the
bench averaging about 10 points a game.
Dama is a threat to earn a double-double on
any given night as he averages almost 10 points
per game and a little over eight rebounds each
night.
The stats show what difference this trio has
made, but that is not enough for the Panthers to
break this streak of inconsistency.
Demetrius McReynolds and Cornell Johnston continue to be the veteran leaders of the
group, but one of them will have to step up in
the second half.
In three of the Panthers last four losses, they

seemingly fall apart in the second half, and there
is no reliable threat to score.
Eastern’s best shot may be as a well-spreaded attack against their opponent, but scoring 56
points in a loss to JSU is not the well-spaced
team that knocked off Mizzou a few weeks ago.
The first step was taken against Eastern Kentucky over the weekend though as the Panthers
notched their first OVC victory of the season.
Now to follow, Eastern will need to rely
on its offense to find its touch with a matchup against a dominant Murray State looming.
Maher Kawash can be reached at 581-2812 or
mwkawash@eiu.edu.

UPCOMING GAMES

JANUARY
12
14
19
21
25
28

Murray St.
Austin Peay
at UT-Martin
at SEMO
Belmont
SIUE

7 p.m.
11 a.m.
7 p.m.
4:15 p.m.
7 p.m.
3:15 p.m.

